


Interview 
with Professor Anil Sooklal 
South Africa BRICS Sherpa

Johannesburg, South Africa August 18, 2023

BRICS, catalyst of 
emerging economies



Interview with Professor Anil Sooklal / Johannesburg, South Africa August 18, 2023

5

Nicolas Maduro Moros
President of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

Freddy Nañez
Sectoral Vice President for Communication, 
Culture and Tourism
 
Gustavo Augusto Cedeno Aguilera

Editorial Coordination
Bianca Borrero

Research and Writing
joelin jimenez

Graphic Design, Layout and Cover
Atahualpa Calderon

A new multipolar world is emerging with the impetus of 
emerging economies, which seek to consolidate ties of 
integration and growth in the Global South. 

In this sense, Professor Anil Sooklal, who is the South 
African BRICS Sherpa, expressed the importance of a 
new block that allows the strengthening of the economic 

(Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) builds an in-
clusive and fair architecture, in the face of dollarization. 

Press of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela with the 

Journalist: Good afternoon, Professor Anil Sooklal, thank 

to talk about such an important issue as the XV BRICS 
Summit to be held here in Johannesburg. 

BRICS, catalyst of 
emerging economies
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Professor Anil Sooklal:
me. It is an honor for me to be able to talk about the is-
sues that will be discussed at this XV BRICS Summit. 

Journalist: We would like to address various topics of 
interest around current geopolitics and the role of the 
BRICS.  In the next few hours the XV Summit of the 
BRICS will be held, here in Johannesburg and among its 
motto is inclusive multilateralism. What impact does this 

the principle of inclusion? 

Professor Anil Sooklal: The topic of geopolitical reform 
has been a standard topic at all the BRICS Summits, and 

-
dated and does not meet the objectives it needs. The 

have emerging economies, the emerging South. 

85% of the world population corresponds to the Global 
South and even so those from the north are dominating 

-

reform and this is one of the most important parts, an 
important focus of this XV Summit of the BRICS. 

The underdeveloped countries of the south, southern 
Latin America and South Africa want their voices to be 
heard and come together in Johannesburg to act collec-

the current global architecture, which is still dominated 

The countries of the Global South have risen up and 
some of the economies are much larger, the economies 
of China, India, Brazil, Indonesia; the economies of the-
se countries are much larger than the countries of the 
north and despite the rise of the emerging economies 
of underdeveloped countries we continue to be margi-
nalized when it comes to making global decisions, that 

Summit said that the global north has to do more to sol-
ve all the frustrations of the Global South. 

for the Global South to exercise leadership. 

Journalist: When we refer to the BRICS and the inclusive 
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Territory and population of the BRICS

The BRICS occupy 26,7% of the world´s land area
and their population is about 41,5% of the planet. The members of the block have a total area

of 39,7 millones km² and a population 
of 3.2 billon. 

China

South Africa

India

Brazil
8.515,7 km²

214,3MM hab.

3.287,3 km²
1.495,7 hab.

1.221 km²
60,6MM hab.

17.098,2 km²
146,4MM hab.

9.596,9 km²
1.425,7 hab.

Russia
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that is available to all, more 
balanced and fair in terms 

Professor Anil Sooklal: We 
live in the multi-business 
and multi-polar world from 

BRICS is responsible for 
20% of global trade, the 
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) is much larger than 

reserves are larger than 
-

in the BRICS there are four 
countries and that shows 

the BRICS.

that we have to trade with 

The countries of the south are talking about the sanc-
tions that are being carried out against Russia, Iran and 

-
-

-
tries in the Global South are beginning to trade using lo-

the dollarized world. 

The underdeveloped 
countries of the 

south, the south 
of Latin America 
and South Africa 
want their voices 

to be heard and 
come together in 
Johannesburg to 

act collectively and 
give solutions to all 
these problems on 
the current global 

architecture
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-
ponsible for 10% of world 

countries need to have 
their own options and 

-
nomic independence. 

its lending in local curren-
cies, and this week made 

-
can Rand on a value of 
one and a half million of 

Africa because we can bo-

avoiding the loss due to 
the change in the dollar, 

-
llar and the devaluation of 

Journalist: There are more than 30 countries that have 
expressed their interest in being part of the BRICS. Would 
we be talking about a BRICS Plus? Is the incorporation of 
these nations possible, what does it depend on, what are 
the requirements that the member nations evaluate?. 

Professor Anil Sooklal: There has been a strong and 

with the BRICS, the leaders made a decision to expand 
the BRICS. 

The United States is 
responsible for 10% 
of world trade and 
yet 50% of world 
trade is invoiced 
with US dollars, and 
that is why countries 
need to have their 
own options and 
their sovereignty 
and economic 
independence
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this work on the expansion of the BRICS with other 

a full report to our Foreign Minister on this for their 
consideration in order to make recommendations to the 
leaders on the expansion of the BRICS. 

We hope that at this Summit our leaders will make a 
decision on the expansion of the BRICS. 

decision will be taken at this Summit with regards to the 
BRICS expansion.

Global South who want to become BRICS members 
shows the need for the south to work together and to 

so we have a group that is strong, powerful and that it 
can fuel more new geopolitical emerging economies.  A 
new architecture that is inclusive, representative, fair 
and where no one is left out. 

relations between Venezuela and South Africa for 
common development? 

relations, we have historical relations. Venezuela 

We are countries of the Global South, we are developing 

the people who are on the path of development.




